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MPD KICKS OFF STREET SMART PEDESTRIAN
AND BICYCLE SAFETY CAMPAIGN

On  ursday, November 13, the fall 2008 Street Smart public awareness campaign was
announced at the Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School in Bethesda, Maryland. Street Smart is
an annual public education, awareness and behavioral change campaign in the Washington,
DC, suburban Maryland and northern Virginia area. Since its beginning in 2002, the campaign
has used radio, newspaper, and transit advertising, public awareness e orts, and added law
enforcement, to respond to the challenges of pedestrian and bicyclist safety.

e Street Smart program emphasizes education of motorists and pedestrians through
mass media. It is meant to complement, not replace, the e orts of state and local governments
and agencies to build safer streets and sidewalks, enforce laws, and train better drivers, cyclists,
and pedestrians.

Twenty- ve pedestrians were struck and Killed in the District in 2007 a 13-year
high. So far this year, 14 pedestrians and two cyclists have been killed, and DC Department
of Transportation (DDOT) and the Metropolitan Police Department are teaming up to try
and further reduce the number of fatal accidents.

Since speeding signi cantly increases the likelihood that a pedestrian will be hit, injured
and killed, the regions police agencies are stepping up enforcement e orts. Over the next
several weeks, at locations across the city with a history of pedestrian crashes, o cers will
target drivers who speed or fail to stop for pedestrians in crosswalks and pedestrians who
cross against signals or dartintotra c¢. e enforcemente ortisfunded by overtime money
from DDOT s pedestrian safety program. Lastyear, MPD o cers issued nearly 6,000 citations
during the Street Smart enforcement waves, to both drivers and pedestrians.

MPD RECOGNIZES NEWEST GRADUATES
FROM THE SENIOR CITIZEN POLICE ACADEMY

On ursday, November 13, at a ceremony at the MPD s Headquarters at 300 Indiana
Avenue, NW, members of the Senior Citizen Police Academy (SCPA) received certi cates for
completing courses that highlight DC s criminal justice system and police procedures, and
include training to become community organizers.

Some of the members were so eager to participate in the program that they submitted
their applications multiple times. During the 12-course training period, members of the
SCPA had the opportunity to visit the O ce of Uni ed Communications and gain insight on
how the 9-1-1 call center s system works; they visited a local public school to see how MPD
uses McGru the Crime Dog " to discuss crime prevention at schools; and they visited the
Metropolitan Police Academy and had an opportunity to participate in simulated shooting.
Each of the graduates has signed up to volunteer with MPD after the program.

e MPD congratulates the 13 senior citizens from around the District of Columbia who
completed the program.
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» In the 2007 Street Smart enforcement waves,

the DC Metropolitan Police Department gave
5,695 total citations, 3,725 to drivers and 1,931
to pedestrians. Members of the Metropolitan
Police Department will begin a concentrated
enforcement campaign in DC from November
17-26.

For more information on the Street Smart
Program, go to:
http://streetsmart. mwcog.ord

For more information on DDOT s bicycle and
pedestrian programs, visit the DDOT web site at:

ttp://www.ddot.dc.qoy.

» Formoreinformation on the Senior Citizen Police

Academy, go to:
ttp://mpde.dc.gov/scpg
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